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North Central West Virginia Community Action Association helps individuals and families reach their highest levels of social and economic independence by providing a broad range of anti-poverty services and educational resources. The North Central West Virginia Community Action Association Weatherization Assistance Program serves the counties of Barbour, Greenbrier, Harrison, Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Pocahontas, Randolph, Taylor and Tucker Counties.

     April, 2010 – ARRA Employment Success Story

Darrell Stotler*
Estimator (in training) – Barbour County Weatherization Office
North Central West Virginia Community Action Association
(NVWVCAA weatherization programs serves 10 WV counties: Barbour, Greenbrier, Harrison, Marion, Monongalia, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Taylor, & Tucker Counties)

Darrell Stotler lost his job at a local plastics plant in December, 2008.  At first, things were manageable because his girlfriend, Charlotte, had money from a college scholarship to help them get by until Darrell could find employment.  Jobs were hard to find, however, and after a couple months, money was running low.  The couple was planning to be married in a few months but wedding plans had to be put on hold due to more immediate needs.  

In fact, it was a past-due electric bill which prompted Don to step through the doors of North Central West Virginia Community Action Association in February, 2009.  Darrell qualified to receive emergency assistance which enabled them to keep their lights on and their home warm.  

During his visit to the Barbour County CAA office, Darrell spoke with the Weatherization Director who informed him of upcoming job openings under the new ARRA Weatherization program funds that were about to be released.  Darrell applied and was hired in March, 2009.

Darrell began working as a new Crew Techician and held that position for several months during which time he completed DOE Weatherization NEAT (audit) training and Lead-Safe Weatherization protocol training and certification.  In September, after less than a year of employment with North Central Community Action, Darrell began training as a Weatherization Estimator. He will also be going to Furnace School in the near future.

Partially due to his employment, Darrell and Charlotte were able to move their wedding back to the original date and were married in August, 2009.  They have been successful in keeping up with household expenses and hope to purchase a home of their own in the near future. 

*employee’s name changed for confidentiality
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