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Weatherization Success Story
Coalfield Community Action Partnership – Mingo County, WV
http://www.coalfieldcap.org/


Coalfield Community Action Partnership is a community action agency serving Mingo County in southern West Virginia.    Coalfield CAP works to create opportunities for families and communities.  Coalfield CAP offers a variety of services and programs including Head Start, Community Services Block Grant, Personal Care, Seniors Programs, Weatherization and more.  Here is just one of many Weatherization Success Stories we have:

Leslie B Workman* is a disabled, divorced mother of 2 small children in Mingo County.  
Her medical condition will not allow her to maintain steady employment. 

Two years ago, Leslie had the opportunity to purchase a house from her Aunt.  She felt that owning her own home on a private secluded lot would be the ideal situation for her children. When her house was visited for the initial home estimate, Coalfield CAP weatherization technicians noticed how proud Leslie was of her accomplishment. Her house was tidy, and encompassed a very “homey” feeling. 

Leslie was heating with an old cast-iron wood stove with unsafe venting located in her basement.  With her medical condition it was difficult for her to bring wood in for her heat and temperatures fluctuated in her home.  There was no insulation in the attic, a broken window in the kitchen and other energy efficiency issues that needed to be addressed. 

The technicians of the Weatherization Department of Coalfield CAP (a community action agency located in southern West Virginia which serves low-income citizens in Mingo County) performed an energy assessment of the home, including the utilization of blower door diagnostics to determine the amount and location of air-infiltration into the home.  The Weatherization Program was then able to install a new electric furnace, a new window, and perform air-sealing and insulation installation, as well as include baseload energy efficiency measures such as CFL lighting replacements, water pipe insulation and replace a very old refrigerator.

Ms. Workman now tells Coalfield CAP that for the first time, her house is not cold, does not feel like air is escaping everywhere. Leslie reports that with the new furnace heating her home, she can now keep a constant steady temperature in the house without having to try and carry wood into the house for the old woodstove.  Her children can now stay warm and healthier during the winter months and the stress of having to keep her home heated with burning wood is gone. Leslie says she can do every day things like trips to the grocery store, post office, etc. without having to worry about keeping her house warm. 


*names changed for confidentiality – all program data on file in agency
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