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	Nearly 400 homes await weatherization work 

	By ELISA SAND, Staff Reporter 



Weatherization efforts through Interlakes Community Action Program (ICAP) are more than one-third of the way toward meeting the goal of weatherizing 280 homes in the 2009-10 fiscal year.

Through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (federal stimulus), the weatherization program received a significant boost in funding. Typically authorized annual funding of about $750,000, ICAP received $5.34 million to be put toward weatherization efforts in the next two years.

ICAP's service area includes Brookings, Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Kingsbury, Lake, McCook, Miner, Minnehaha and Moody counties.

ICAP Weatherization Director Scott Finck said that ARRA funding became available on July 1, and in the first six months of the program, weatherization work on 104 homes was completed.

"The pace is really picking up," Finck said. "We hope to be at our potential in January."

Additionally, he said, work on 130 homes is in progress and 270 homes are on the waiting list.

In all, the program hopes to complete weatherization work on 622 homes (280 during the 2009-10 fiscal year and 342 the following year).

The increase in weatherization funds nearly doubles annual efforts which reached 165 homes in 2008-09.

The program is open to income-eligible homeowners and tenants. There is no cost for the homeowner, but in the case of a renter, landlords are asked to contribute one-third of the cost toward the program.

Typically, income requirements have been set at 160 percent of the poverty level, but due to the increase in federal funding, income guidelines have expanded to include families within 200 percent of the poverty guidelines, which means that for a family of four, annual income can be as high as $44,100. Finck said qualification is determined with a three-month income history.

"We still very much encourage people to apply if they qualify," Finck said.

Although the goal is to complete weatherization work on 622 homes, Finck said, "we hope to do more."

Work includes furnace cleaning, testing and/or replacement, additional insulation, sealing of air leaks around windows, checking for lead-based paint and mold, replacement of faulty water heaters, refrigerators and stoves.

Homes weatherized since 1994 do not qualify for additional work unless there's a furnace problem. If the weatherization program has already replaced the furnace, he said, funding could be available through the state's energy assistance program.

Eligible homes are first audited to determine the work that is necessary; then work is bid out to qualified contractors. Once bids have been awarded, Finck said, heating and ventilation work is completed first, followed by general contractor work, both to be completed within 30 days. Once work has been finished, Finck said, a second home audit is completed.

Staffing increases have been necessary to accommodate the increase in federal funding. Finck said that ICAP's weatherization staff has increased from three to nine people, which includes the number of representatives who typically conduct the home audits. That number alone has increased from two to four people.

Contractors who work on weatherization projects must complete weatherization training and lead renovation training. The number of certified contractors eligible to bid on weatherization work has increased this year from five more than 20.

To find out if a home has been weatherized recently, homeowners can check the fuse box for a weatherization sticker.
