Recovery Act Success Story: Ohio

By Rebecca Stewart

This is the first in a series of articles which will take a closer look at some  state and local programs which have excelled in rolling out American Recovery and Reinvestment (ARRA) funds and rapidly ramped up their programs to meet the Obama Administration’s goals.  
Ohio has long been a leader in providing weatherization services.  In fact, it was one of the first states to incorporate blower-door usage, combustion appliance analysis testing for efficiency and safety, and client education as an integral part of the program.    The Ohio Home Weatherization Assistance Program (HWAP) has weatherized more than 304,000 dwellings in Ohio since 1977.  After weatherization, Ohio households that heat with natural gas reduce space heating consumption by an average of 24.7%, and electrically heated homes reduce usage on average of 13%.  HWAP participants increased the percentage of utility bills that they pay and the rate of disconnections of utility service for this group decreased by 50%.   This will result in a reduction of 376 million pounds of CO2 emissions, 840 thousand pounds of Nitrogen Oxide and 2.3 million pounds of Sulfur Oxide, which are all environmentally harmful emissions.  It has become the model for Ohio’s utility companies when developing their own energy efficiency programs.   With the state slated to receive $266,781,409 in ARRA funds, Ohio was already well positioned to ramp up its program, having established the Ohio Weatherization Training Center and having a comprehensive monitoring and evaluation program already in place. 

As of the early November 2009, 3,231 units have been weatherized using ARRA funds.  Nick Milano, HWAP manager says, “We really have not had any specific issues with production.”  This was accomplished through state-wide coordination of activities, training on a large scale, and a solid monitoring system that was already in place.  In fact, all programs are monitored annually for cost-effectiveness and accountability by Department of Development staff. Periodically, the State contracts with independent experts for statewide program evaluations. The 2006 evaluation, which evaluated the 2003 program year, found that the program is cost-effective.  Key Findings of the 2003 program year evaluation are:
· HWAP saves low-income households who heat with natural gas, a net average of 21% or $213.62   ($318 at today’s natural gas rates) per year.  

· Participants that heat with electric saved an average of 7% or $147.30 per year.

· The program itself, in terms of energy savings and total program costs, saves $1.10 for every dollar it spends.

· In terms of the societal benefits, which considers all benefits including economic, health and safety, environmental, avoided energy payments, impacts on arrears and disconnections, HWAP saved $1.87 for every dollar it spent.

 
Training is accomplished through the Ohio Weatherization Training Center (OWTC), which trains all field staff in state-of-the-art techniques for cost-effectively and safely reducing the energy burden in all types of structures.  The OWTC headquartered Athens Ohio in the South Eastern part of the State receives almost all of its funding from the Ohio Department of Development.  Ohio’s training investment is another foundation that helped to assure the success of Ohio’s HWAP program under ARRA.  Ohio operates four training hubs, one near Columbus to serve Central Ohio, one in Cleveland to serve Northern Ohio, one in Dayton to serve South Western Ohio, and one near Freemont to serve North Western Ohio.  Since January 2009, Ohio has trained approximately, 350 weatherization workers through a boot-camp style program, 100 Inspectors, 130 existing heating contractors, and done approximately 40 Inspector and 10 Heat Tech re-certifications.  Of the fast pace of training, Mr. Milano says, “We plan to train as many people as the agencies send to us for training. Development also intends to make training opportunities available for those who, although they may not be affiliated with an HWAP provider or private contractor, wish to master the weatherization skill set and make themselves more marketable now and in the future.”
When asked for tips or techniques to share with the network, Mr. Milano comments, “Everyone is asking this question - simply stated Ohio has historically had a strong program with a good technical and administrative foundation at the State and local level so it was easy to expand the program for ARRA.”  

Ohio has operated a successful and effective program for 33 years.  They are a true example of how Weatherization Works! 

Source:  Ohio Department of Development, http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/hwap.htm
For any questions or comments, please contact Rebecca Stewart at rstewart@nascsp.org
