County weatherization program making impact
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Matt Morgan, left, and Jon Mandel place a window Tuesday into the home of Julie Downs, a resident of Bissell Village mobile home park, as part of a weatherization program. 
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Julie Downs, sitting in her living room with her dog, Reese, has noticed snow coming in through a gap in a doorframe.
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Even when her windows are shut, a cold breeze cuts through Julie Downs’ living room.

Sangamon County’s weatherization program, which received an infusion of money from the federal stimulus program, should make it a bit more comfortable.

“My mom was here the other day sitting in the living room,” said Downs, 22. “The wind blew the curtain, and it kind of wrapped around her.”

Last year, Sangamon County’s weatherization program helped 85 families with new windows, doors, insulation, furnace repairs and other work. This year the county plans to help 342 families.

Funding for this year’s program is $2.15 million, including $1.3 million from the stimulus, up from $522,272 in state and federal funds last year

Downs lives in a mobile home off Bissell Road. The home is well maintained, but there are gaps in some of the windows, and light shines through a rear doorframe. Most of the time, Downs wears a sweatshirt and wraps up in a blanket when she watches television.

Recently, when she was doing laundry inside the home, snow was coming in through the gap in the back door.

“When I walk to the bathroom in the middle of the night, my feet freeze by that door,” Downs said.

Because it’s so cold, Downs often cranks up her furnace.

Sharmin Doering, executive director of Sangamon County Community Resources, the department that oversees the weatherization program, said the hope is to save people money on their utility bills.

Downs said she paid $70 a month on utilities in the summer and $100 a month in the winter.

Workers have already started weatherizing Downs’ home. She’s noticed a difference in the bedroom and is waiting for the living room windows to be replaced.

The county contracts out the jobs to local firms. The companies have hired 14 new workers with reinvestment act jobs, Doering said. Materials also are purchased locally.

“All of this money comes back in the community, so it stimulates the economy from every direction,” Doering said.

Doering’s department has taken 521 applications for weatherization work this year. Some of the applications will be rolled into next year. People can still sign up for the program, but it could be 18 to 24 months before contractors get to those new houses.

 John Reynolds can be reached at 788-1524.

 Weatherization guidelines
To qualify for the weatherization program, families must meet income guidelines. The maximum annual incomes are: $21,660, family of one; $29,140, family of two; $36,620, family of three; $44,100, family of four; $51,580, family of five; $59,060, family of six; $66,540, family of seven; $74,020, families of eight.

For families with more than eight people, add $7,480 for each additional member.

 Information
More information is available by calling Sangamon County Community Resources at 535-3120.

 

